
Young Audiences Signature Core Services Planning Template 

This template is intended as a guide for artists in the development of their YA program, and in meeting the new criteria for YA core services to be child 
centered, outcome driven, and measurably effective. Each program will be firmly grounded in the four essential elements - experiencing the arts, 

understanding in the arts, creating in the arts, and connecting the arts across the curriculum and to everyday life. 

 

Core Service:            Workshop                   Residency (# of days ____)                  Performance/Assembly                      Professional Development 

Program Title:  It all ADDS up!! Artist/Ensemble:  MorrisonDance 

Art Form:  Dance Grade Levels: K-2 

Big Idea:   
Students will use tools from dance and 
choreography to reinforce their 
understanding of patterns and decomposing 
numbers. 

Enduring Understanding: 
Math is useful for everything, including 
dance. 

Essential Question: 
How do choreographers use math to make up 
dances? 

Arts Standard(s): 
1. Historical, Cultural, and Social Contexts (K-4):  Benchmark B: Explain the settings and circumstances in which dance is found in their lives and the lives of others past and present. 
2. Creative Expression and Communication (K-4):  Benchmark A: Improvise, create and perform movement phrases with concentration and kinesthetic awareness 
3. Connections, Relationships, and Applications (K-4):  Benchmark A: Relate ideas and concepts from the arts and other content areas to expressive movement. 

4. Connections, Relationships, and Applications (K-4):  Benchmark B: Discuss how dance contributes to healthful living 
Non-Arts Standard(s):   

Kindergarten   
DOMAIN: COUNTING AND CARDINALITY 

Cluster: Know number names and the count sequence. 
Standard 2: Count forward beginning from a given number within the known sequence (instead of having to begin at 1). 

DOMAIN: OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

Cluster: Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand subtraction as taking apart and taking from. 

Standard 3: Decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs in more than one way, e.g., by using objects or drawings, and record each decomposition by a drawing or equation (e.g., 5 = 2+ 3 and 5 

= 4+ 1). 

Grade 1 
DOMAIN: OPERATIONS AND ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

Cluster: Add and subtract with 20. 

Standard 6: Add and subtract within 20, demonstrating fluency for addition and subtraction within 10. Use strategies such as counting on; making ten (e.g., 8 + 6 = 8 + 2 + 4 = 10 + 4 = 14); decomposing a 

number leading to a ten (e.g., 13 - 4 = 13 – 3 – 1 = 10 – 1 = 9); using the relationship between addition and subtraction (e.g., knowing that 8 + 4 = 12, one knows 12 – 8 = 4); and creating equivalent but easier 

or known sums (e.g., adding 6 + 7 by creating the known equivalent 6 + 6 + 1 = 12 + 1 = 13). 

Grade 2 
DOMAIN: GEOMETRY 

Cluster: Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Standard 1: Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given number of angles or a given number of equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons. And cubes.  
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Program Summary: 
Students will learn that math is useful for many things, including dance.  Students will use tools from dance and choreography to reinforce their 
understanding of patterns and decomposing numbers.  In collaboration with a professional choreographer, the children will actively create their own 
dance sequences using different combinations of numbers that add up to the commonly used dance numbers of 8 and 16. 

Objective(s): 
Children will learn how to create a dance sequence of 8-16 counts using deconstructive addition facts. 
Children will learn how to choose a spatial pattern for their dance sequence. 

21st Century Learning & Innovation Skills 
Select all skills that participants will learn, explore, and experience during the program. 

Creativity Critical Thinking Communication 

 
Fluency 

Flexibility 
Originality 

Elaboration 

 
Resourcefulness 

Reciprocity 
Reflection 
Resilience 

 

 
Articulate 

Collaborate 

 

Experience 
A Signature Service will include an experience with an art form delivered by professional artists and will give participants the opportunity to interact with 

the work(s) or art itself. Experience will inspire, engage and encourage interest and exploration in the arts and learning. 

 

Program Content: What will participants experience (hear, see, touch) during your program. List at least three ways children will experience your 
program. 

1.  Children will observe the technique of the teaching artist as she/he leads them through dance warm-up exercises. 

2. The teaching artist will “perform” short sequences based on assigned numbers from children that add up to 8 or to 16. 

3. The teaching artist will participate in all the movement choices made by the children so they will see their moves danced by a professional 
dancer. 
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Understand 
A Signature Service will illuminate the art form through its cultural context, creative processes, and/or the role of the artist and artistic expression. 

 

Program Content: List the key ideas, concepts, and terms about the art form, artist, and/or artistic process that the participants will understand, learn, 
and retain. 

1. Students will learn what a choreographer does, and the basic building blocks of space, time and energy.  

2.  Students will learn how choreographers use math in the space and time components of their art. 

3. Dance is fun, healthy, creative, AND smart!  

 
Create 

A Signature Service will engage participants in the process of creating and empower them to make artistic choices. 

 

Program Content: List at least three ways participants will actively participate and/or create during this program. 

1. Children will assign numbers that add up to 8 or 16 for the teaching artist to “perform” 

2. Children will create their own moves. 

3. Children will create their own short dance sequences using their moves, deconstructive addition, and patterns. 
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Connect 
A Signature Service will enable and encourage participants to link program content to personal experiences,  

other academic learning, and/or life skill development. 

 

Program Content: List at least three specific links in your program that will help participants connect the program to their personal experiences, other 
academic learning beyond the arts, and/or life skill development. 

1. Children will connect dance with body language (eg: how they communicate with their bodies on a daily basis). 

2. Children will actively engage in performing deconstructive math adding up to 8 or 16 (e.g. they will create sequences such as 4 hops + 4 jumps = 
8; 2 stomps + 6 hops = 8; 8 walks + 8 hops = 16; etc.) 

3. Children will connect spatial patterns used in dance with geometric shapes and patterns. 

4. Children will connect healthful living with fun activities such as making up their own dances at home with their friends and families. 

Preparing for Your Program 

 

Program Content: List three specific things teachers can do to prepare students for your program. 

1. Introduce or review level-specific deconstruction of the number 8 or 16 (depending upon the grade level).  EG: 4+4=8 

2. Introduce or review patterns and geometric shapes. 

3. Ask children to wear comfortable clothing and sneakers to move in on the day of the workshop. 
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Extending Your Program 

 

Program Content: List three specific links in your program that will help teachers continue the discussion after your program. 

1. Deconstructing addition 

2. Spatial patterns 

3. “adding” moves together to create dance sequences 

Program Content: List three open ended questions that you will ask participants during or after your program that will reinforce material learned and 
prompt further discussion or exploration. 

1. How do dancers use math to choreograph? 

2. How do you use math every day? 

3. How can you continue to make up dances on your own? 

 


